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CORONAVIRUS — BORDER RESTRICTIONS 

Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [6.20 pm]: During the recess, I had the very distinct honour, along 
with a few of my parliamentary colleagues, to attend a festival dinner for the Punjabi community in Perth. It was 
organised by my friend Deep. It was a great night. It was a huge success and the food was incredible, which any 
member would know if they have been to similar events. But the reason I rise to talk tonight is in response to an 
impromptu speech given on the night by a respected elder of the Punjabi community who had just flown into Perth 
a matter of days prior. He was moved to speak because the previous speaker had acknowledged that there were 
a few members of Parliament present at the dinner. He took the microphone without a prepared speech and proceeded 
to tell those assembled about his and his family’s journey over the past two years living in India with a son who 
was an international student based here in Perth. He spoke about the initial fear that would grip any parent when 
a pandemic breaks out and they have a child or children on the other side of the world. He talked about the frustration 
they felt when the international and state borders within Australia were closed, and about their feelings of helplessness. 
He then described briefly the horror of COVID as it swept across India and the realisation of just how devastating 
to human life this disease is. Members may recall the images that came out of India when COVID hit its peak over 
there. They were, by far, some of the most disturbing images I have seen during the pandemic. I am sure everyone 
here would join me in saying that we all felt very deeply for the Indian people at that time. 
He talked about the moment he realised that his son was in possibly the safest city in the world during the pandemic 
and the moment that his frustration, and even anger at our hard border policies, turned to absolute relief and absolute 
certainty that we had done the right thing, and, further, their desire to keep the borders closed for as long as necessary 
to mitigate the virus to the greatest extent possible. 
As part of our work in this place, most of us hear speeches day in and day out. This was one of the most moving 
speeches I have heard in my time in this place, both impromptu and from someone who, to my knowledge, is not 
a regular public speaker. Despite speaking off the cuff, he spoke eloquently and with real emotion about his and 
his family’s journey through COVID, who were separated by borders that were firmly closed. He gave a unique 
point of view two years into the pandemic from someone with the most important of vested interests—a child in 
a foreign land. He spoke of the government’s border policy and how it affected them. Later in the night, he shook my 
hand—it was the firmest of handshakes—and said, “Thank you for keeping my son safe. Please tell Mr McGowan 
thank you for keeping my son safe.” I told him I would pass on that message, and so tonight I do so. 
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